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occurs in all pleurisies, appearing before any other sign, persisting 
after the disappearance of effusion, thus possibly helping to diagnos¬ 
ticate what has preceded. If it is found bilaterally, it implies bilateral 
inflammation, especially if combined with dulncss. Rigidity of these 
muscles may, however, occur in cases of intercostal neuralgia, sciatica 
pams in the spine, or lordosis. Rut. on the whole, having eliminated 
such reflex spinal contractions, the sign in obscure cases draws 
attention to the possibility of pleural inflammation, and thanks to it. 
Raymond has been able to diagnosticate many pleurisies otherwise 
^inappreciable, from which he considers this lesion probably'the most 
irequent intrathoracic inflammation. 

Experimental Pneumonia by Intrabronchial Insufflation—It V 
Uuiar and S. J. Meltzer (Jour. Expcr. Med., 1912, xv, No. 2, 133)! 
\ n dogs not . selcct 5 f l. or prepared in any manner, have pro- 

duced lobar pneumonia by injecting pneumococci of exalted virulence 
into the lungs through a catheter or stomach tube by insufflation. 
Control animals were all negative. Apparently in accordance with the 
quantity of culture injected the disease was mild, severe, or fatal 
Clinically, tlic disease was characterized by fever and malaise sub¬ 
siding in n few days without crisis. Pathologically the transition from 
red to gray hepatization was wanting. Otherwise the anatomical and 
bacteriological findings agreed with those in man in fibrinous pneu- 
moma. Consolidation occurred quickly. Seven hourss after injection 
nearlj complete consolidation of the greater part of one lobe was 
present. The exudate consisted mainly of well preserved leukocytes, 
a few red corpuscles, and fibrin. Pneumococci were seen in large 
numbers. Phagocytes were not numerous. The lymph nodes related 
to the consolidation were swollen, soft, and moist By the fourth day 
rcsolution was fairly inaugurated, proceeding rapidlv but not uni- 
lormiy. By two weeks the lungs were nearly always normal. In several 
instances, however, resolution was not complete, and in 2, organization 
a as extensive, though more or less dependent on secondary invasion, 
in fatal cases one lobe, and sometimes two or three were consolidated, 
ihc pleura; contained large quantities of blood and fibrinopurulent 
exudate; there was pericarditis and septicemia. This is the first 
unmistakable experimental evidence of intimate etiological relation¬ 
ship between pneumococcus and lobar pneumonia. It probably is due 
to the fact that the injected quantity was sufficient to obliterate a 
group of bronchi and thus convert their lumina and corresponding 
alveoli into closed cavities containing pneumococci in the proximitv 
to lung tissue. In other words, Lamar and Meltzcr conclude that the 
question of experimental success docs not depend so much on the 
alteration of the power of resistance of the invaded individual as upon 
the opportunity offered to organism for intrenchment in invaded 
territory. 


^discriminate Drag Taking.— Alexander Lambert (Atic York Med. 
Jour., 191., MV, Ao. 7, 313) finds that the danger of forming the habit 
of continually turning to some drag at the slightest pain in the en¬ 
deavor to benumb it, instead of finding out what causes it to arise, is in 
reality very great. For example, many people take headache powders 
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indiscriminately without a proper knowledge of the -underlying cause, 
which, if removed, will prevent the symptom. Insomnia is another 
factor which has brought about a widespread use of drugs. Loss of 
sleep is not injurious; it is the excited condition of mind which produces 
illness. The danger from drug taking is the disturbance to the health 
that sueh an indulgence produces, as well as the diminished mental 
power following. Rheumatism and gout are terms in popular use 
which lead to drugging. The public must be educated to the fact that 
many aches and pains are due to neither, and that the only chance 
for thorough recovery is through accurate anti careful diagnosis, with 
adequate treatment for the different ailments, commonly grouped 
under those names. Another prolific source of revenue for the manu¬ 
facturers of “fake” cures is the large number of people who imagine 
they arc suffering from Bright's disease. It will take many years to 
break tlown the enormous amount of ignorance now prevalent concern¬ 
ing the kidneys and their functions. Until this be accomplished 
unlimited drugging will continue. The crusade against tuberculosis 
has had one very good result. It has held up to proper condemnation 
the enormous mass of “fake” cures gathered together and doled out as 
panaceas. The widespread knowledge as to how these patients should 
live, and what they should avoid has saved many lives. On the whole, 
the dangers of indiscriminate drugging may be summed up as follows: 
The drugs involve great waste since they are used in enormous quantities 
to no definite purpose; many remedies do harm in that they actually 
injure and pervert the normal processes of the body. 

Chemotherapy of Malignant Tumors In Experimental Animals.— 
A. v. Wassermaxx, D. v. Haxsemaxx, Fr. Keys eh, and M. Wasser- 
maxx ( Bcrl . Win. lVoch., 1912, xlix, 4) have made an extensive experi¬ 
mental study of chemotherapy of malignant tumors in inice. At the 
beginning they decided to discard all substances having a destructive 
action on neoplasms only when applied locally, for two reasons: (1) 
The tumor cells often lie in inaccessible places, and (2) more frequently, 
it is impossible to say where they arc. They sought, therefore, only 
such substances which, when injected into the circulation, arc auto¬ 
matically withdrawn by the tumor cells, producing death of the latter, 
with little or no injury to the normal cells of the body. . Immune sera, 
true cytolytic sera which exhibit a destructive action on tumor cells 
alone, have not been produced. The one suggestion on which they 
proceeded was furnished by observations of Gosio who found that 
sodium sclcnidc and tclluridc are reduced by living cells. The authors 
used these salts in experiments to determine whether human cancer 
cells are more rapidly destroyed in normal sera than in cancerous sera, 
and found that'the reduced elements were deposited in the tumor 
cells only, especially about the cell nuclei. With this observation they 
began their investigations on mice suffering with malignant neoplasms. 
In no case was an animal used for experimentation until its tumor lmd 
reached the size of a small cherry; they were careful to avoid ulcer¬ 
ating tumors, in which spontaneous cure is seen at times. Local 
injections of sodium selenitic and telluride, 1 to 1000, caused softening 
of the tumor which eventually acquired the characteristics of a fluctu- 
atmg^cyst. The cysts were found to contain cell detritus and the two 



